SAT STRATEGIES

Test Format:

· Critical Reading

· Two 25-minute sections and one 20-minute section

· 19 multiple choice sentence completion, 48 multiple choice passage-based reading

· Writing

· Two 25-minute sections and one 10-minute section

· 18 multiple choice identifying sentence errors, 25 multiple choice improving sentences, 6 multiple choice improving paragraphs, 1 essay

· Math 

· Two 25-minute sections and one 20-minute section 

· 44 multiple choice, 10 student-produced response (grid-ins)

· Math areas tested: arithmetic, algebra I, algebra II and geometry

Scoring:

· Multiple-choice

· You receive ONE POINT for each question answered correctly.

· You receive NO POINTS for an answer left blank.

· You lose ¼ POINT for each question attempted but answered incorrectly.

· Student-produced responses (grid-ins) from the math section

· NO POINTS are subtracted for incorrect answers.

· Essay

· You will receive a score of 2 to 12.

· You will receive a score of 0 for a blank essay, an essay not written on topic, an essay written in pen or an illegible essay.

· The essay accounts for 30% of your overall Writing section score.

· Overall Test

· You will receive a score between 200 and 800 for each section with a maximum combined score of 2400.

· CollegeBoard uses scaled scoring.  This is just an example since the scale varies with each year’s tests but, if a student answers 27 out of 54 questions correctly (50%) in the math section, he/she could receive anywhere from a 490-550 (out of 800) for it.

General Strategies:

· Know which questions are easy, medium or difficult.

· Generally, the first 1/3 of each section will be easy (be confident), the second 1/3 will be medium (be careful) and the third 1/3 will be difficult (be suspicious).  This rule doesn’t apply to the passage-based reading section, which usually has all medium questions.

· Each question is worth the same amount whether it is easy, medium or difficult.

· Mark your booklet.

· This will help you avoid careless mistakes and remain focused on the test.

· Circles the questions to which you wish to return but don’t forget to skip it on the answer sheet.

· Cross-out any answer you know is wrong.

· For passage comprehension questions, read the italicized introduction, then the questions, then the passage.  Mark key words or sentences as you read.

· Know when to guess.

· If you can eliminate at least ONE answer choice, GUESS.

· Use your time wisely.

· Don’t spend too much time on any one question.  Skip it and come back to it if you have time.

· Plan and outline for a few minutes before you write your essay.

Test Day:

· Figure out directions BEFORE the test day and be sure to have enough travel time in the morning.

· Get a good night’s sleep and eat breakfast.

· Don’t forget: your admission ticket (from www.collegeboard.com), photo ID, several No. 2 pencils, a calculator with working batteries, a watch without an alarm and snacks for free time between sections.
· Stay focused on YOUR test; don’t pay attention to how quickly or slowly others are working.

· Keep the test in perspective because it’s just one factor in college admissions decisions.

Visit www.collegeboard.com or stop by the guidance office if you have questions. GOOD LUCK!           
